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Distracted Driving Awareness Week

In support of Nalional
Distracted Driving Aware-
ness Month, the [linois As-
sociation of Chiefs of Police
(TLACP) asked Gov. Bruce
Raunertodeclare April 24-28
as THinois Distracted Driving
Awarencss Weckinaneftortto
bring attention to the dangers
and consequences associated
with driving distracted.

Rauner issued the proc-
lamation and both houses
passed resotutions identify-
ing April 24-28 as [linois
Distracted Driving Awareness
Week.

The ILACP, in partnership
with AAA, and supported by
the THinois State Police, Safe-
tyServe.com, the Nalio

agencies and supporters from
the private sector throughout
[linoig, will work together
during this week to educate
motorists on all aspects
ol distracted driving. This
campaign will include the en-
forcement of applicable state
distracted driving laws.
According to the National
Highway Trallic Salely Ad-

ministration (NHTSA):

* 3,477 people were killed
and an estimated 391,000 in-
jured inmotor vehicle crashes
involvingdistracted driversin
2015. Thatis a 9% increasein
latalities as compared Lo the
previous year.

* 10% of fatal crashes, 15%
of injury crashes, and 14%
of all police reported motor
vehicle crashes in 2015 were
reported as distraction af-
fected crashes.

* Texting while driving
has become an especially
problematic trend among
millennials, Young drivers,
16-24 years old, have been
observed using handheld elec-
tronicdevices whiledrivingal
higherratesthanolderdrivers
since 2007,

According to the AAA
Foundation for Traffic Safe-
Ly:
* In analyzing 2009-12
data, thal even while more
than 8 in 10 drivers believed
it completely unacceptable
lora motorist to text ore-mail
behind the wheel, more than
a third of those same respon-
dentsadmitted to readingtext
messages while driving,
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