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DISTRACTED PRIVING AWARENESS WEEK

Last week in April

dedicated

The Hlinois Association
of chiefs of Police, Part-
nering with AAA, is Coor-
dinating the First Bver ITii-
nois Distracted Driving
Awareness Week with
State and local agencies.

In support of National
Distracted Driving Aware-
ness Month, the IHineis
Association of Chiefs of
Police asked the Governor
of the State of Illinois to
declare April 24 through
28 as Illinois Distracted
Driving Awareness Week
in an effort to bring atten-
tion 1o the dangers and
consequences associated
with driving distracted.

Gov. Rauner issued the
proclamation and both
houses passed resolutions
identifying April 24
through 28 as Illinois Dis-
tracted Driving Awareness
Week.

The TLACP, in partner-
ship with AAA, and sup-
ported by the [llinois State
Police, SafetyServe.com,
the National Safety Coun-
cil, the Ilinois Insurance
Association, almost 300
law enforcement/fire agen-
cies and supporters from
the private sector through-
out Illinois, will work to-
gether during this week
to edueate motorists on
all aspects of distracted
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to driving

driving,

This campaign will also
inchude the enforcement of
applicable State distracted
driving laws.

According to the Na-
tional Highway Traffic
Safety Administration:

+ 3,477 people were
killed and an estimated
391,000 injured in motor
vehicle crashes involving
distracted drivers in 2015.
That is a 9 percent in-
crease in fatalities ag com-
pared to the previons year.

* 10 percent of fatal
crashes, 15 percent of in-
jury erashes and 14 percent
of all police reported mo-
tor vehicle crashes in 2015
were reported as distrac-
tion affected crashes.

« Texting while driving
has become an especially
problematic trend among
millennials.

Young drivers, 16 to 24
years old, have been ob-
served using handheld
electronic devices while
driving at higher rates than
older drivers since 2007.

I's time to drop the dou-
ble standard on distracted
driving, The dangers are
real. According to the AAA
Foundation for Traffic
Safety:

» In analyzing 2009-

2012 data, that even while
more than 8 in 10 drivers
believed it completely un-
acceptable for a motorist
to text or email behind
the wheel, more than a
third of those same re-
spondents admitted to
reading text messages
while driving,

» Just as disturbing, even
as fatalities go up, fewer
drivers seem concerned
about texting while driv-
ing. According to Foun-
dation's 2015 Traffic Safe-
ty Culture Index, signifi-
cantly fewer motorist, 77
percent, believed texting
while driving is a prob-
lem, down from 96 per-
cent in 2013, 4 19-point
drop in just two years.

» Texting while driving is
more than just personally
risky. When you text and
drive, you become a dan-
ger to everyone around
you.

These partnerships have
been formed to help fur-
ther a traffic safety cul-
ture in Hlinois znd to re-
duce traffic faialities and
injuries resulting from dis-
tracted driving. Please help
the ILACP, AAA and Liv-
ingston County Sheriff's
Police, to keep Illinois’
roadways safe and Illinois
strong.
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